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The service and sacrifice of Australia’s merchant mariners during wartime has been formally
recognised with the Proclamation by the Governor-General, Major General Michael Jeffrey
AC CVO MC (Retd), that 3 September each year will be a day of national observance known
as Merchant Navy Day.

From this year, Merchant Navy Day will be an occasion to give merchant mariners the
prominence in Australia’s wartime history they deserve.

The role of Australian’s merchant mariners was vital and often dangerous, evacuating
civilians from threatened areas and transporting supplies and personnel to and between areas
of conflict.

Thousands of Australian merchant mariners have served during wartime on Australian,
Commonwealth and Allied ships. Australian and Commonwealth memorials commemorate
435 Australians who lost their lives serving in the Merchant Navy.

It is important that Australians preserve the memory and history of all our service personnel.
Merchant Navy Day will serve to remind current and future generations that we owe an
enormous debt to the merchant mariners whose service helped to secure the freedoms we now
enjoy.

With the observance of Merchant Navy Day, all merchant mariners should be proud of their
contribution to our nation.

As September 3 is also Australian National Flag Day, the flag of the Merchant Navy, the
Australian red ensign and the Australian National Flag can be proudly flown on the same day.
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